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Commumnist influence in the Colombian labor front showed a marked decrease
during Wovember and the early part of December 1948, Although Comrunist labor
leaders who are influential in the directorate of the Confederacion de

Trabao jadores de Colombla (CTC - Confederation of Workers of Colombia) endeavored
to foster labor difficulties and a general strike, it has become evident that
their pover is waning. [Lfforts to organize a strike in the strong Road Yorkers
Syndicate failed because of the fact that the laborers refused to follow the
recormendations and directions received from the Communist leaders. Comrunist
attempts to cause trouble wcre again thuarted when the eonference of the
Fedoracion de Trabajadores del Valle (Fedetav = Federation of Workers of Valle
del Cauca)}, scheduled for early Jecember in Call, was suspended by the inister
of Labor two days prior to its opening date.

During Deeember the groundwork was laid for two lakor conferences. Augusto
Daran Ospino, Secretary General of the Partido Comunista Obrero (PCO - Cormunist
Jorkers Party) and a prominent labor leader, made an extensive trip throughout
the Caribbean coastal area, in an attempt to organize a workers' convention
under the auspices of the Federacion Hacional de Transportes Fluvial, Maritimo,
Portuarlo y Aerea {Fedenal - 'ational Federation of River, Sea, Port, and Alr
Transportation) to be held in Barranquille during the early part of 1949.
Proparations were also made for a mecting of the Federacion de Petroleros de
olombia (Fedepotrol = Federation of Petroleum Workers of Colombia) to be held
in Cartagona in the middle of Jammary 194S. .

The largest strike during December was that of the publie school teachers of the
Department of Valie del Cauca. Approximately 1500 of these teachers demonstrated
in Cali on 3 Decembor 1943 calling for a strike of all teachers in the department
because thelr demands for wage inereases of approxinately 60 pesos psr month

had not been granted by the Governor. The parade was very orderly with no
svidence of violence. This strike assuned added political significance when the
0TC announce? that it wonuld throw its complete support to the teachers. Pedro

J. 4bella, Secretary Gensral of the CTC and member of the Partide Comunista de
Colonbia (PCC - Communist Party of Colombia) arwived in Cali on 7 Deeember 1942
for the specific purpose of dirocting the $gicipdE' strike. On the ovening of
his arrival he conferred with local leaiel ﬂ@ﬁ-' e Sindicato de Maestros (School
Teachers Syndicate). o \iald =
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The Governor of Valle del G".ﬁcaanmmcad that the strike was illeml and
dirccted that 1) the teachers shonld return to work, 2) no salaries wore to
be paid for the period of the strike, 3) no Christmas bonuses wore to be mald
until the strike was sottled, and 4) that 1lists sho:ld be sonpiled of those

.participating in the strie in order that they night be Aischarged or punished

for neglect of duty. In epite of tiese warnings, the teachors refused to return

%o their fobs, claiming that they had the support of all orranized labor in

Yalle an? that they had conseientiotaly endeavorod to arbitrato tholr dispute )
peforo going on strike. (NEMEEEm wnt. Although leftist Liberal newspapers 29X1A6a
an? Yanguardis del Pueblo, the Comurlst weekly, were outspoken in their sup ort

of the teachers, it is not believed t:at the Railread Workors Union, ane of the
strongest affiliates of the CTC in Call, or any of the other large unions

gave nors than moral supnort to the strikers.)

A large public demonstration scheluled for the evening of 10 Docenber id not
take place becaune of governmental intervention. Fror Rogota came instructions
to the Army that the demonstration rust be praventel at all costs. On 10
December the entirc garrison of Cali (tiree irfantry companies) paraded through
the eity, and all afternoon truckloads of solllers were seen in the streets as
a warning to those who might be intuced 1o partiolpate in the teachers’
denmonstration. The \rmy was warncd to b: rendy Tor any cmergency, and patrols
were taken of? other duties in order to nct as resorves in the event of trouble.

By three ofclock in the a’ternoon all unlons hal rcceivoe?l of "icial word that
the dermonstration was not to be held and that large gtherings were prohibited.
Later some teachers gathercd in the centrrl pliza, but no atterpt was made to
form a parade.

A meeting was hold on 11 Dacomber by the Asoclaslon e lnestros ‘9l Yalle at
which it was decided that the strike shoild be temporarily abindoned at least
and that the toachers shoild roturn to t'eir jobs before makring further attempis
to deal with the Tovermor and the local assembly for a peaceful solution of .
heir demands. This dseision was roachrd nostly through the persuasion of the
representtives of the Liberal Party anl of the Raliroa?l Workers Syndicate, who
declared that they could not suprort a strike which was so manifastly outeide
the law. It is of inter-st that Pedro J, Abella had little or nothing to say
Auring the final conferences concernirg the strike. !le roturned to Bopota late
that a“ternoon.




